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Being the Day appointed for a General Thankſgiving to 
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Hap I in the leaſt apprehended your 
VDttäeſign and Intention, I had beſtowed 
| more Care and Pains in in the Compoſition 
of it. | 
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and Affection for the beſt of Kings, nor 
to entertain an high Value and Regard for 
that nſtitution and Government under 
hen ive; for both [theſe vou have 
been ready, upon.all Occaſions, and in the 
moſt difficult ConjunQures, of your own 


accord to performe "aA 


Tu. 4 you may in lke manner abound 
in every good Word and Work; that you 
may be perfect and entire, wanting no- 
thing; that ye may ;cultivate, Peacę and 
Amity among yourſelves, and be unblame- 
: able. and irreproveable i in the & jobt of God, 
| s the hearty a and fincere fone, of i 
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ACTS v11, latter Part of bea th Verſe. 4 


— — Sirs, ye are Bretbren ; ; why do you wrong one 
* $8633) fo another? 


HEN Mesfes went out from the Court 
of Pharoah to viſit his Brethren the 
Children of Mrael, ſeeing two of them 
contending and fighting one againſt 
the other, he came and interpoſed between them, 
and exhorted them to Peace and Amity with this 
ſhort Argument and memorable Derr de Sirs, 
ve are Brethren, why do you wrong one to another? 


Wu Ar Moſes here utter'd with regard to the 
Deſcendants of one Houſe, and the Individuals of 


one People and Nation, Sirs, ye are Brethren, 
may in a larger Senſe, and with equal Verity, be 
- applied to all Mankind 3 in general: Who, as Chil- 
- dren of God, as deſcended from one Root, as 
Partakers of the ſame Nature, placed in the fame 
Condition, and ſubject to the fame Wants, Infir- 


mities and Dangers, are all in a more extended 


| Senfe of the Word, Brethren ; and what ſtill ren- 
| ers this Relation of greater Weight and Force 
among Chriſtians is, that they are all Fellow- 
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Members of the Body of Chriſt, and 8 
of the Kingdom of Heaven. 


4 2 


Now the word Brother implies ſuch an Unity 


of Nature, and Community of Condition, and 


Parity of Circuraſtances, that a Brother is as it 
were a \ſecond*Self, and. therefore. ought to be con- 
ſidered and treated as ſuch; we ought as earneſt- 
DE to avoid doing him an Irzüky, as we are to re- 
ceive an Injury ourſelves; and to be as ſollicitous 
in order to advance his Benefit and Advantage, as 
we are to promote our oπN]n; and, in ſhort, to 
love me n W | is, our 8 as ; Our- 
ſelves. 
Tu e We 4 ine deute as full 
Import of the word Brethren, and this a fixed and 
eſtabliſhed : Law of Duty between them as ſuch ; 
What wonder that We meet with þrotberly, Lave 
and Affection ſo frequently mentioned; and ſo 
earneſtly recommended in Scripture, and Peace 
and Unity among . Brethren, ſet off and adorned 
with ſo many beautiful Com pariſons, and glorious 
 Encomiums? _ 
AN D if theſe: things are ſo; 3 what muſt we 


: ahi Ties of Nature, ms Obligations of Love, al 


the Bowels of Affection, and Propenſities to Com- 
paſſion, that ſo near and ſtrong a Relation carries 
along with it, and all the Obligations and Duties 
conſequent thereupon, preſume notwithſtanding 
to 45 wrong one to another; to invade and deſtroy 
each 
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each other's Liyes and Properties, to deny each 
other their Natural and Civil Rights, and to ſeek 
to Carry all before them by Force and Violence: 
when Nation riſeth up 's$ainſt Nation, and King- 
dom againſt Kingdom, and they take up Arms, 
and fevy War dne gat andther: when hay in- 
vent ard put in Practice accurſed Arts to weer 
And deſtröy their Fellow - Creatures, and make it 
Matter df Arnbitzen anꝗ Glory, to conſume . 
165 %wiite Prédt "Cittss and wide Countries with 
Fire- and Sword; t cer the Field of Battle wich 
Main- Girenſes, 60 entieh the Ground with human 
dre; and to mark out the Peogrefsrof thiir Arms 
and Extent of, their een ade Ruin and De- 
vaſtation'? * if * Dt 
Na es | Hollies as theſe, To Pn 
dat Lobe and Affection that Men, as'2Bretbren, 
mutually owe, ard have renten -mutualhyetb expect 
from each other, are never juſtifidble bat ben 


Indiſpenſſbly neceſſity, and never neceſſary but 


Ren made uſe of en the defenfe Side. 

Asdfer the Aggrefſor, he has large Account to 
anfwer ſor at che laſt and great Day: oThe:Breach 
of that Peace and Friendſhip that heought to hate 


-pteſerved and maintained among his Fellow. Crea- 


tures and Brethren; the Lives of all thoſe Millions 
that he has ſacrificed to his Diſobedience or Ambi- 
tion, and all the Miſeries and Calamities, Ruin 
Abd Devaſtation, that ate the natural Conſequence 
and * — Effdets ofa crael and bloody War; 
theſe 
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theſe all will be laid to his Account, will be all 
thrown into the Ballance againſt him, and aPupiſh- 


ment inflicted thereupon ſuitable and rc 
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Har. ING thus far conſider d War oo Peace, 
with regard to that Love and Unity that Men, as 
Brethren, mutually owe to each other; it; us 


now proceed to conſiden andi compare them in a 


more large and extenſive View, with regard to the 
Good and Welfare of Mankind in general, and 


ſee how much more valuable and deſirable the 
one is than the other; and how much greater Rea- 
ſon we have to rejoice in, and give thanks for 


Peace, than we have for the moſt juſt and neceſ- 


ſary War. For what is Var but an accurſed 
Art, invented and made uſe of by Mankind, in 
order the more ſucceſsfully to 5 and dene 
their Fellow - Creatures, to maim or enſlave their 
Bodies, to invade their Property, and to Fa tl 


or alienate their Poſſeſſions? And what are the Im- 
provements of this Art, but fo many more effectu- 


al Means to diſtreſs, ſubdue, or ae their Fel- 
low - Creatures? 


THOUGR War, 2 I before iter 18 AY 


times neceſſary and unavoidable, when waged on 
the defenſive Side; yet what a miſerable' Situation 
is human Nature notwithſtanding in, when Rea- 

ſon is no longer permitted to reign among reaſon- 
able Creatures; when Law, Equity and Juſtice 


are 
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are no longer heard ; when the ſtill Voice of Con- 


ſcience is drowned by the Din of Arms, and the 


whole Diſpute, to the Shame and Reproach of 
human Nature, is referred to the Chance of War, 
and Deciſion of the Sword : When the Lives of 
ſo many brave and gallant Men are expoſed to 
ſuch a Variety of Dangers and Calamities, to all 
the Aſſaults and Inſults that an enraged and watch- 
ful Enemy is able to inflict, to all the Deſtruction 


and Miſery that Cunning can invent, or Force 


effect: When Life is daily and hourly expoſed ; 
when Health and Liberty are in continual Danger; 
when Hunger and Thirſt, Cold and Nakedneſs, 
long Marches and ſleepleſs Nights, ſudden Attacks 
and unthought-of Dangers, are frequently to be 

met with ; when the Brave and Virtuous fall a Sa- 
crifice, as well as the Baſe and Vicious; and when 
in one ill-fated Hour ſo many Parents are be- 
reaved of their Children, Wives of their Huſbands, 
and Children of their 1 


WHAT a publick Calamity, as well as private 
Loſs, is the Deſt ruction of ſo many valuable 
Merhers of that Body to which they belong ? 
How many noble Families are hereby frequently 
extinguiſhed ? How many wiſe Governors, ſound 
Patriots, faithful Subjects, and bright Examples 
are by this accurſed Art at once cut off, and ren- 
der'd utterly incapable of being any further either 
an Ornament, or a Service to that Community for 
which they fought Eo ö 
1 | WI Ar 
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Wu Ar Deſtruction and Devaſtation does War 
carry along with it, in whatever Country it is 
waged ? How does it break forth like a ſudden 
and impetuous Fire, and lay waſte all around it, 


ſpreading itſelf wider and wider, and leaving vi- 
fable Marks of Ruin and Deſolation where-ever it 


comes? How does it mangle and deform the Face 


of God's Creation, diſgrace Nature, and triumph 
over Art? 

Wu Ar vaſt Cities and ſtately Palaces have been 
thereby utterly overthrown, and what grand Build- 
ings and magnificent Temples have been by it ei- 
ther reduced to Aſhes, or laid even with the 


Ground? What immenſe Treaſures have been 


either exhauſted by War, or conſumed by Flames, 


or carried off by Plunder ? What Towns have 


been turned into. Heaps of Ruins, and TIO 0 ut- 


terly ſunk and loſt? 


To what Hardſhips and 1 have the poor 
miſerable Inhabitants been often expoſed, to every 


Aſſault of wanton Luſt and lawleſs Cruelty ; been 


at once deprived of the Means and Effects of their 
Induſtry, not only of every Ornament and Con- 
venience, but every Neceſſary and Support of Life; 
been forced to betake themſelves to Woods and 
Thickets for Shelter, and to Dens and Caves of 
the Earth, without Bread to eat, or Cloaths to 
put on, or even a Place where to lay their Head ? 

How are the Rights, the Liberties and Pro- 


perties of Mankind confounded, inverted, and de- 


ſtroyed 
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ſtroyed by War? With what Inſolence does the _ 

mercileſs Conqueror ſeize upon and treat every | 
thing as his own, challenge every thing that comes 

1 to hand, ravage and deſtroy the Fruits of the 

? Earth, and deprive the miſerable Inhabitants not 

| only of their preſent Stores, but future Proſpects? 
How juſtly may the Words of the Prophet Joel be 
applied to the Ruin and Devaſtation of an inſolent 
and victorious Army? A Fire devoureth before 
them, and behind them a Flame burneth : the Land 
is as the Garden of Eden before them, and behind 
them a deſelate Wilderneſs. | 

A FULL Proſpect and a lively Preſage of ſuch 
Miſeries and Calamities as theſe made the Roman 
Orator declare, that he preferred the moſt hard 
and ill-conditioned Peace 7o the mg juſt and neceſ- 
ſary War. 

Haix thus taken a ſhort and imper fact View 
of Mar, let us now turn our Eyes to a more agree- 
able and delightful Proſpect, and conſider the 
Bleſſings that accompany and go along with Peace, 
and obſerve how favourable and conducive it is to 


every thing that is valuable or deſirable in this i 
World. 1 
Now Peace is to the Bud Palitick, what 

Health is to the Body Natural; as by Health the 
Body Natural increaſes in Strength and Stature, 

and proceeds by large Advances towards Matu rity 

and Perfection, and is ſtill more and more capable to 
taſte and reliſh thoſe Bleſſings that God is pleaſed 
B2 


0 
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to 5 beſtow. upon it, and to exert and diſplay thoſe 
Powers wherewith it is inveſted ; ſo in the Body 
Politick, Peace cauſes it to ds and thrive, to 
take deeper Root, and to diffuſe itſelf far and 
wide, and to arrive at greater and ſtill greater De- 
grees of Strength and Ability. 

Bo to be more particular: What greater Bleſ- 
ſing can we in this World wiſh for or deſire than 
Life? Is it not the Ground and Foundation of all 
temporal Bleſſings and Enjoyments? without which 


all the other Bleſſings that are beſtowed upon us 
by God, or acquired by our own Induſtry, are 


utterly vain and uſeleſs. What are Wiſdom and 
Knowledge, Authority and Power, Honour and 
Wealth, unleſs Zife go along with thoſe Bleflings, 


and continue and preſerve us in the Enjoyment of 


them? So that Life is not only ſuperior to all other 


Bleflings, but itſelf paſt all Eſtimation or Com- 


pariſon. | 

LIFE therefore being ſo valuable and deſirable 
a  Blefling, how does it enhanſe and increaſe the 
Value of Peace, which has fo clear and direct a 


Tendency to preſerve and ſecure that Blefling to 


us, by preventing all thoſe Hazards and her, 
all thoſe Attacks and Invaſions, all thoſe open At- 
tempts and ſecret 3 all thoſe inhuman 
Arts and barbarous Stratagems, all that Bloodſhed 


and Carnage that War necefarily « carries along 
with it? 


'NexT 
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Nx to Life, what is more valuable or deſi- 
rable in this World than Liberty of Mind and Bo- 
dy; a Freedom and Exemption from Fear and 
Danger ; a Power over our own Bodies to do as 
we ſee fit, and go where we pleaſe, without Dan- 
ger and without Controul, without being account- 
able or obnoxious to any for ſo doing? 

Now this Liberty and Security of Perſon is vi- 
fibly derived and aſcertained to us by Peace; which, 
as far as it prevails, renders our Perſons ſacred and 
inviolable ; ſecures us from Fears, Enemies and 
Dangers, where-ever we go; ſuffers us to purſue 
our own Affairs, and perſiſt in whatever Courſe 
we are engaged, without Interruption or Controul ; 
rendering the Inhabitants of the different Nations 
and Kingdoms of the World, all mutually abſtain- 
ing from Fraud and Violence, from taking any 
Advantage, or laying any Reſtraint one on another, 

| NEe1THER is Peace only valuable on Account 
of our Lives and Liberties, but likewiſe as it is a 
Guard and Security to our Properties and Poſſeſſi- 
ans; as it appropriates and confirms to every one 
the Poſſeſſion and Enjoyment of thoſe outward 
HBleſſings, which by Law or Cuſtom he 1s juſtly 

entitled to. 
I x Mar there are many Pretences for driving 
Men out of their ancient Habitations and legal 
Poſſeſſions, for ſtripping them of all they have, 
foa veſting thoſe Rights in other Hands, or for 
laying all waſte by Fire and Sword; But the very 
End 
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End and Deſign of Peace is to warrant and ſecure 


Men in their Properties and Poſſeſſions, and to 


cauſe them to ſit each under his Vine, and each un- 
der his Fig-tree, without the leaſt eee or 


Moleſtation. 
ANOTHER bleſſed Effect of Peace is Plenty; 
Plenty of all the Neceſſaries and Conveniences, all 


the Supports and Comforts. of Life, of every 


thing that can render this Life a Blefling and. Sa- 
tisfaction to us, 


Tris all will. readily acknowledge and allow. 


whoſe Calamity it is to live in the Seat of War, 


and to ſee, by too ſenſible. an Experience, what 
Ruin and Devaſtation, what Waſte and Want it 
carries along with it; and how long it is before a 


Country, that has been over-run and harraſſed 
therewith, can come to and recover itſelf again. 


NEITHER are they only ſenſible of this who 
dwell in the midſt of a flaming War, but even 


they who live far out of the Reach and Din of 
Arms; they who contribute to ſupport and main- 


tain that War are, though not in the ſame Degree, 
yet too too ſenſible of the Weight and Burthen of 


it. The Expences even of a juſt and neceſſary 


Var lie heavy on their Shoulders, who are enga- 


ged in the Support of it; and are a great and ſore 


Draw-back upon that Plenty and Abundance, 
which they otherwiſe would enjoy. 
Nor to mention the Loſſes, Diſappointments, : 


and Deſtruction that Numbers of Men in their 


private 
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private Fortunes undergo, which they can charge 
wholly to the Account of War, and which it is 


2 impoſſible for them, under a long 
Courſe of Vears afterwards, if ever, to repair. 


BesIDEs, as Plenty is the Effect of Induſtry, 


ſo what can be a greater Inducement or Encou- 


ragement to Induſtry than Peace; than the joint 
and unanimous Conſent of all Nations mutually to 


admit and deal with each other, and to aſſiſt, ſup- 
port, and defend each other in their ſeveral Pro- 


perties and n, their . Rights and 


Claims ? 


_ Wuar can be a greater Encouragement to the 
laborious Huſbandman to manure and till the 
Ground, and to fow it with all Sorts of Grain, 
than the pleaſing Proſpect that he ſhall reap as well 
as ſow ; that he ſhall partake of the Profit as well 


as Pains, and be at Liberty to do what he will 


with his own; to export it when and where he 


pleaſes, and to make an Advantage equal to his 
Expence, and to his Trouble ? 


 Wnrar can encourage Trade and Merchandize 


more, than when our own Ports are free from 
Embargo's, and foreign Ports are open and ready 
to receive all that come? When Navigation is 


every where free and ſecure? When they who go 
down to the Sea in Ships, and occupy their Buſmeſt 
in great Waters, are at full Liberty to fail where 
they pleaſe without the leaſt Interruption or Con- 
troul ; have no Enemies to apprehend, and no 
eg os Dangers 
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Dangers to fear beſides thoſe of Winds and Waves; 
have no Occaſion to wait for Convoys, to ſuſpect 
every Veſſel that appears in Sight, or to dread any 
Port that their Buſineſs calls, or * Neceſſity 
drives them to? 

AND what can promote and encourage Arts and 
Manufactures at home more, than a large Call 
and an extenlive Demand for thoſe Manufactures 


from abroad, and a free Liberty to export thoſe 


Commodities into foreign Parts, as faſt and in as 
great a Plenty as they can be wrought ? 

Tur more Trade and Navigation flouriſhes, 
and the wider and farther it extends itſelf, the 
greater Number of Hands will be at home uſe- 
fully and induſtriouſly employed, the leſs Num- 
ber of Poor ſhall we be encumber'd with, and 
the greater Number of able and experienced Sailors 
ſhall we have ready to man our Ships, to ſcour 


our Seas, and to defend our Country upon any 


Emergence. And by theſe Means the Advantage, 
and Ballance of Traffick being on our Side, the 
Wealth and Treaſure of other Nations will flow i in 
to us in a far greater Plenty and Abundance. 
HavinG thus ſhewn the Obligations we are 
under to promote and cultivate Peace, both from 


the antecedent Relation Men bear to ck other as 


Brethren, and from a joint and comparative View 


of War and Peace; from hence it will appear 
how much more valuable and deſirable the one is 


than the other, and conſequently how great Rea- 
8 = 8 . fon 
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ſon we have to rejoice, and to be exceeding thank- 
ful to Almighty God for that Peace, which, under 


his preſent Majeſty's molt auſpicious. Inflaence and 


Conduct, is now brought to full Maturity and 
Perfection. 


AND this we ſhall more eſpecially be ed 


and prompted to do, when we conſider by whom, 
and in what Manner, and with what View, this 
War was at firſt raiſed and broke out in Europe. 
Tur it was in a great meaſure begun, and 
chiefly carried on by a Prince of abſolute Power, 
and Lord of a large and wide extended Dominion ; 
one who had the Lives and Fortunes of his own 
Subjects entirely at his own Diſpoſal, to conſume 
and deſtroy as he ſaw fit, without any one daring 
to adviſe, or interpoſe, or to ſay, What dbeſt thou? 
A Prince of boundleſs Ambition and infatiable 
Thirſt after Conqueſt, projecting and aiming at no- 
thing leſs than Univerſal Monarchy, and of being 
placed alone in the Earth, and regarding no Ties of 
Faith and Honour, and no Expence of Blood and 
Treaſure, A Prince, who, if he had not been 


timely withſtood, and ſtrenuouſly oppoſed by the 
wiſe Counſels and vigorous Efforts of our preſent 


moſt gracious Sovereign, had long before this over- 
turned the German Empire, had ſwallowed up the 


United Provinces, and, in the Perſon of a Popith 


Bigot, an abjured Pretender, and an avowed and 
implacable Enemy to our Laws and Religion, and 
to our Conſtitution in Church and State, had pla- 
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ced himſelf at the Head of theſe Realms, had ru- 


led us with an Iron Sceptre, had laid an Yoke up- 


on our Necks heavy and grievous to be born, and 


made-theſe Kingdoms an additional Province to his 
large Dominions on the Continent, liable to his 
EdiQs, and ſubject to his Ftadhionk, 

Tu Ax theſe great and mighty Projects, under 
fo powerful and enterprizing a Prince, have every 
one of them failed and proved abortive ; that he 
has miſcarry'd in every Point he aimed at; that he 


was forced to buy Peace at the Expence of all his 


Conqueſts ; that things are now brought back 
again to their former Situation ; and dat he has 
nat any thing now to ſhew for the vaſt Treaſures 


he has exhauſted, and Millions of Lives. that he 


has ſacrificed to his Ambition, and is returned, like 


the King of Aſpria, with an Hook in bis Noſe, 


and a Bridle in his Lips, to the fame Place from 


whence he came: This, as it is an Argument of | 


the ſuperior Wiſdom pid irreſiſtible Power, ſo is it 
of the unſpeakable Mercy and inexhauſtible Good- 
neſs of God; and therefore, as it richly deſerves, 


Jo on this Occaſion it loudly calls for our. molt ex- 
alted Praiſes and Thankſgivings. 


LET ws therefore praiſe the Lord for 4 Gad- 


| 45 and far his wonder ful Works to the Children of 


Men: 5 Lei US exalt hum.1 10 the Congregation of the 


| People, and praiſe him in the Aſſembly of the Elders; 


becauſe be hath nedeemed us from:the Hand of the 
Enemy, he bath broken the Gates of Braſs, and cut 
the Bars of Iron in under. "AND 
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AND if God be ſo very good and prgcious unto 
us, as to diſperſe theſe dark Clouds big with De- 
ſtruction, and to reſtore us to the Light of his 
Countenance again; as to give us, after ſuch 
Storms and Tempeſts, ſo exceedingly valuable a 


Calm and defirable a Bleſſing as that of Peace, 


ought not we to endeavour to make all poſſible Re- 
turns of Love and Gratitude? to love much, ha- 
ving been ſo much beloved? And which way can 
we expreſs our Love and Gratitude better, than by 
adding to the Fruit of our Lips the Obedience of 
our Lives, and by walking before him in Holineſs 
and Righteouſneſs all our Days? We being deliver d 
out of the Hand of our Enemies, being ſaved from 

our Enemies, and from the Hand of all that hate 
75s; being now free from all Danger, and from all 
Fear ; what can we do leſs than to bring forth 
Fruits worthy of ſo invaluable Bleſſings, to bring 


forth the Fruits of Righteouſneſs in great Plenty | 


and Abundance ? 


SHALL we continue in Sin, that Grace may 


abound? God forbid : know we not that the Good- 
neſs of God leadeth us to Repentance ? That Re- 


pentance is the moſt grateful Offering, and the 


moſt acceptable Sacrifice we can render unto God; 


the beſt Return for Favours already received, *Y 
the moſt likely Means to continue and enlarge the 


Current of his Mercies towards us? 
WI EN God meets with harden'd and nr 


Sinners, whom no gentler Methods can reclaim, 
*» Ub and 
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and no Mercies can operate upon; who deſþiſe the 
Riches of the Goodneſs, and Forbearance, and Long- 


ſuffering of God, and who ſpurn at the very Hand 


by which thoſe Bleſſings were beſtowed; then 
God is under a ſort of Neceſſity, be he never fo 
unwilling, to proceed to ſharper and ſeverer Me- 
thods ; to expel the Lethargy by violent Applica- 
tions, "ad to try what Impreſſion Judgments and 
Threatnings will make on fuch hard and ſtony 
Hearts. 

Bur Works of Mercy and Goodneſs, as they 


are the proper Coras of a Man, ſo are they what 
God is more eſpecially delighted 3 in, and pleaſed | 


to exerciſe towards the Children of Men; and 


when theſe Works meet with ſuitable Returns of 


Repentance and Obedience, then doth God rejoice 


in thoſe Works, he looks upon his Mercies as well 
beſtowed, and is ready to increaſe the Number 


and Value of them. <5, 

LET us therefore both out of * to God: 0 
Mercies already beſtowed, and in order to conti- 
nue and enlarge the Current of his Favours to- 
wards us, ſet ourſelves ſeriouſly and in earneſt to 
turn unto God with all our Hearts: Since he is ſo 
graciouſly diſpoſed fo draw nigh unto us, let us 
make equal Advances in drawing nigh unto him, 


and, with the returning Prodigal, let us ariſe a 


go unto our Father ; let us make a free and full 
Confeſſion of all our Sins, together with their ſe- 
veral Aggravations let us take Shame and Sorrow 

upon 


oe 
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upon ourſelves, and form godly Reſolutions of an 


immediate and actual Repentance. Let us not be 


guilty of Partiality towards ourſelves, or Hypocri- 
ſy towards God; nor be ſevere and bitter againſt 
ſome Sins, and remiſs and tender towards others; 


but declare equally againſt all Sin in general, and 


cut off every corrupt Practice, and root out and 


deſtroy every inveterate Habit, tho' it be as near 
and as dear to us as a right Hand, or a right Eye. 


AND here give me Leave, in a more eſpecial 
Manner, to point out thoſe Vices wherein we 


chiefly abound, which very greatly increaſe the 
Number and enflance the Guilt of our Sins, and 
which, of all others, call aloud for Repentance 
and Retna lie. 


Wr live in an Age in which the Light of the 


Goſpel ſhines forth with full Luſtre, wherein the 


Way of Salvation is made plain and eaſy unto us, 
and wherein we enjoy all the Means and Afiſt- 
ances we could wiſh or deſire; the free Profeſſion 
of our Holy Religion, the unenvied Uſe of the 
Holy Scriptures, the Publick Worſhip of Almighty 
God, and the Aid and Afiſtance, the Comfort 
and Inſtruction of his Miniſters, 

Bu T how do: we neglect and abuſe theſe inva- 
luable Bleſſings? How careleſs and indifferent are 
we about any thing that belongs to Religion? 


How negligent in our Obſ-rvation of God's Holy 


Day, of his Word, and of his Worſhip? How 


pleaſed when we can turn any of theſe things into 


Jeſt 
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Jeſt and Ridicule ; and how ready to turn our 
Backs upon any Ordinance, when the leaſt Buſi- 
neſs, or {lighteſt Engagement calls us another way? 

WHERE, on the Lord's Day, ſhould we ex- 
pect to ſee one, who calls himſelf a Child of God, 
but in the Houſe of his heavenly Father, joining 
with the Congregation in thoſe Acts of Honour, 


Adoration and Praiſe, that are an Homage due to 


ſach a Father, and in all thoſe Offices wherein he 
hopes to be employed to all Eternity? But, to our 


Shame and Reproach be it ſpoken, what Place do. 


many among us leſs frequent than the Houſe of 
God? How rare and extraordinary a thing is it to 
ſee them here? And how much oftener are they 


to be found, either indulging themſelves in Sloth, 


or gratifying their Luxury, or purſuing their Di- 
verſions, or puſhing on their ſecular Affairs? 
. How ignorant and careleſs are many among us; 


with regard to the Doctrine of Salvation, and 
Light of the Holy Scriptures? How little Inclina- 


tion or Curioſity have they to ſearch into, and how 
little Leiſure to beſtow on thoſe ſacred Volumes? 
How little Deſire to acquaint themſelves with Re- 


cords of the greateſt Antiquity and higheſt Autho- 


rity, with things of the utmoſt Dignity and Im- 
portance, with a Revelation not more aſtoniſhin 


in itſelf, than beneficial to Mankind, and full of 
Wonders of the Divine Condeſcenſion and Love? 
Tur Name of God, a Name vrhich ought ne- 
ver to paſs the Door of our Lips but with the ut- 


moſt 
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moſt Awe and Veneration, and with Ideas ſuitable 
to his infinite and tremendous Majeſty ; that 


Name, I ſay, is now grown ſo cheap and com- 
mon, is ufed with fo much Familiarity and Con- 


tempt, and in fo prophane and irreverent a Man- 


ner, that one would think Men were groſsly igno- 


rant, or had entirely forgot, that they were fed 
by his Bounty, ſtood in need of his Mercy, and 


were liable to his Vengeance, 
TRE Care and Pains that Parents and Maſters 


are bound to beſtow. in forming the Minds of their 


Children and Servants, in guiding their Feet in the 


Paths of Virtue, in training them up in the Know- 
ledge of God, and Practice of their Duty; in 
guarding them from all wicked Actions, and bad 


Examples; in ſanctifying and appropriating the 


Lord's Day to ſacred Purpoſes, and to the fre- 
quenting the Places where his Honour dwelleth: 
that Care and Pains, I ſay, is in a good meaſure 


loſt and forgot ; and Children and Servants are for 
the moſt part left to their own Direction, without 
the leaſt Controul, to purſue evil Courſes, to fol- 
low bad Examples, and to imbibe all Manner of 
Evil, as faſt and freely as they pleaſe. 

Tur Sins of Drunbenneſi, Fornication and A.- 
dultery, are now no longer looked upon with Ab- 


horrence and Deteſtation, nor treated as heinous 


and abominable Crimes; nor do they produce a 
Senſe of Shame and Guilt; but, on the contrary, 


..are e made Matter of Pride and Glory, 
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Tarts Sins, and whatever elſe we are cofifti. | 
ous to ourſelves of, whether they are committed 
againſt God, our Neighbour, ot ourſelves; whe. 
ther-they are open and: flagrant, : or hidden and bo- 


terly forſake; let us caſt away from us all our 


T ranſereſſims whereby wwe have tranſgreſſed, ord 
mate. us a new Heart, and a neu Spirit. 


LET us demonſtrate the Sincerity of our Ret 
pentance by our Deeds, as well as by our Words; 
not only by confefſing and renouncing, but by 
forſaking and caſting off our Sins; not only by 
ſaying, Lord, Lord, but by doing. the Will vw our 
Aub! is in Heaven, © | 

I sHALL conclude all with the Words of the 
Only fear the Lord, and ff 
tim in Truth, with all your Hearts; for confider 
what great Things he hath done for you : But if ye 


Fall. ſtill ds wickedly, ye ſhall. be conſumed 0e 7 


and 25 e Wm, Sc. 
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